The effect of some hepatotoxins on the sulphoxidation of cimetidine in rat.
Sulphoxidation of cimetidine was investigated in male and female rats after pretreatment with the hepatotoxins allyl alcohol, dl-ethionine, thioacetamide and carbon tetrachloride. There was a marked sex difference in cimetidine sulphoxidation in response to the hepatotoxin pretreatment. All the hepatotoxins enhanced cimetidine sulphoxidation in the male rat (P less than 0.01). Carbon tetrachloride and thioacetamide inhibited cimetidine sulphoxidation in the female rat (P less than 0.01) but dl-ethionine and allyl alcohol had no effect on this metabolic pathway.